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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350  
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities held an Emergency Meeting on Thursday, March 19, 
2020, to address actions needed to minimize the health risks from the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
Due to the statewide prohibition on gatherings, the Board convened telephonically at 10:16 a.m. 
Members of public were invited to dial in toll free at (877) 692-8957 (access code 9760685).  
 
Public Notice was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-18 by posting notice of the meeting on the 
Board’s website, filing notice of the meeting with the New Jersey Department of State and the 
following newspapers circulated in the State of New Jersey:  
 

Asbury Park Press 
Atlantic City Press 

Burlington County Times 
Courier Post (Camden) 

Home News Tribune (New Brunswick) 
North Jersey Herald and News (Passaic) 

The Record (Hackensack) 
The Star Ledger (Newark) 

The Trenton Times 
 
The following members of the Board of Public Utilities were present: 
 

Joseph L. Fiordaliso, President 
Mary-Anna Holden, Commissioner 
Dianne Solomon, Commissioner 

Upendra J. Chivukula, Commissioner 
Robert M. Gordon, Commissioner 

 
President Fiordaliso presided at the meeting and Aida Camacho-Welch, Secretary of the Board, 
carried out the duties of the Secretary.  
 
It was announced that the next regular Board meeting would be held on March 25, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m. with details to follow. 
  

http://www.nj.gov/bpu/
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9.  MISCELLANEOUS  

 
A. Docket No. EO20030254–In The Matter Of The New Jersey Board Of Public 

Utilities Response To The COVID-19 Pandemic For A Temporary Waiver Of 
Requirements For Certain Non-Essential Obligations. 

 

Paul Flanagan, Executive Director and Robert Brabston, Deputy Executive Director, 

presented this matter. 
 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: The Board instituted a temporary waiver of several 

of its regulatory requirements designed to allow utilities and other entities subject to the 
Board’s jurisdiction to focus on providing essential services to the public, while minimizing 
the health threats caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic by curtailing activities not related 
to the imminent health and safety of the public.    
  
The Board takes these actions pursuant to N.J.A.C. 14:1 et seq., which permits the Board 
to waive its rules when “full compliance with the rule(s) would adversely affect the ability 
of said utility or other regulated entity to continue to render safe, adequate and proper 
service, or the interests of the general public.”   
 
On January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee of the 
World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a “public health emergency of international 
concern,” which means “an extraordinary event which is determined to constitute a public 
health risk to other States through the international spread of disease and to potentially 
require a coordinated international response.” 

 

On March 9, 2020, Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Order No. 103, N.J.S.A. 
App.A:9-45 & App. A:9-47 (Murphy) (EO 103) in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, in 
order to ensure the continuity of government services and protect the public during the 
State of Emergency. In that order, Gov. Murphy stated that:  
  

“I authorize and empower the executive head of any agency or instrumentality 
of the State government with authority to promulgate rules to waive, suspend, 
or modify any existing rule, where the enforcement of which would be 
detrimental to the public welfare during this emergency, notwithstanding the 
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act or any law to the contrary for 
the duration of this Executive Order, subject to my prior approval and in 
consultation with the State Director of Emergency Management and the 
Commissioner of DOH. Any such waiver, modification, or suspension shall be 
promulgated in accordance with N.J.S.A. App. A:9-45. E.O. 103, p. 6.”  

  

The Board has broad discretionary authority to relax, or permit deviation from any of its 
regulations in special cases and for good cause shown. N.J.A.C. 14:1 et seq.; and to be 
consistent with the intent of E.O. 103, in an effort to combat and mitigate the spread of 
COVID19 and to be consistent with the intent of E.O. 103, under the circumstances 
described herein and to further the public interest and safety, Staff recommended that:   
  

1. All public utilities and regulated entities shall immediately cease any in-home or  
business visits unless there is an immediate risk to health and safety;  
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